
Since the school was founded, much has changed in Ethiopia. 
There is an emerging middle class and government education 
has, in some areas, caught up with the Asra Hawariat School. 
Where the Asra Hawariat remains unique is in its small classes, 
open and attractive campuses, a strong emphasis on educating 
girls, high levels of parental and alumni involvement and 
excellent exam results. The inspirational legacy of Asfaw still 
inspires the school and the local community – indeed, it seems 
to grow with each passing year. This gives the school significant 
leeway and security.

To date the political upheavals in various parts of the county 
have not impacted the school directly, although there is much 
discontent around the city. High inflation is to some extent 
offset by exchange rate fluctuations – devaluation of the Birr  
in July 2024 has helped this Fund’s contribution go further.
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The Asra Hawariat School in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, is a non-fee paying, non-religious 
and non-political voluntary organisation that for decades has worked with the poorest children  
and their families to provide an education as a route out of poverty. Since its foundation in 1961  
by Asfaw Yemiru, an inspirational leader and educator, the school has educated over 140,000 
children. Asfaw died in May 2021 and his wife Senayet Aklilu and her staff are working hard to 
maintain standards in the schools and carry forward Asfaw’s vision.  For the past 35 years the  
Asra Hawariat School Fund has been the sole overseas funder of this work. 

   How can you help?
l  Consider upgrading your support to a monthly gift
l  Nominate us as your workplace or school ‘Charity of the Year’ 
l  Fundraise through sponsorship or an organised event
l  Make an online donation through our website or  

via Charities’ Aid Foundation: tinyurl.com/AHSchoolFund
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With thanks…
Thanks are due, once again, to our auditors, David Harrison and Co. of Belfast 
who audit our accounts without charge.

And, not least, thanks to all our supporters, whose remarkable generosity 
in difficult economic times has ensured another good year, and who have 
helped turn so many dreams into reality. 

 

       The school
This academic year (2025/26) the school catered for 1053 children, 
with 56 teaching staff. 

The school follows the national curriculum (which has recently 
been revised), with greater emphasis placed on English Language, 
Science and Maths. The school passed a Ministry of Education 

inspection, but has been asked to 
upgrade some of the facilities, most 
notably a new toilet block on the  
‘Old Land’.  This has now been 
completed, with a total  
of 18 units (eight male, eight female 
and two disabled).  To ensure a 
reliable water supply, not least to  
the new toilet block, a borehole  
has been drilled and is now on tap. 
One of the classroom blocks, built 
many years ago out of wood and 

mud, was in danger of collapse and was condemned by the 
Ministry of Education. It has since been replaced (pictured). 

The school has concentrated on delivering, without fanfare, 
academic excellence and administrative efficiency. Any 
changes have been incremental rather than drastic. The school 
participated in the Science and Innovation Exhibition organised 
by Addis Ketama Sub-City, alongside five other schools. Our 
students showcased their projects, and in recognition of their 
work the school was awarded a first place certificate. The school 
was also awarded a certificate for winning first place in a quiz 
competition conducted with peer schools. They also achieved  
a 98% pass rate in national exams. 

The school places great emphasis on parental involvement,  
with regular meetings between them and the wider community. 
New students are selected on the basis of socio-economic 
need; the process is supervised by a committee of staff and 
representatives of the wider community. 

       Alumni
One of the highlights of the past few years has been the 
increasing role played by some of the school’s alumni, who 
have been contributing books for the school library, as well 
 as equipment for science classes, They managed the toilet 
block project and have also organized blood donation sessions 
at the school. Some of their number take additional science 
classes on a Saturday morning. As young professionals they 
are very hands-on in supporting and advising the school 
administration in their efforts to implement and advance  
our Founder’s vision for the 21st century.

       School clubs
There are several lively and educational school clubs,  
including Health and Sanitation Club, Literature Drama  
and Music, Girls’ Club, Sports, Arts, Debating, Environmental 
Protection and Beautification. Sports have received a  
renewed emphasis with the completion of a new sports field. 

      Agriculture
The school farm was one of Asfaw’s personal interests, and  
his illness and death have meant that there is only a small  
plot now operational for student demonstration purposes. 

         Funding 

The school budget for 2025/26 means that the Fund is now 
committed to sending £7,500 monthly out to the school. Inflation 
is high in the country, and salaries for teachers and other staff 
were recently raised by 30% and may soon have to be raised 
again. These figures only cover the current day-to-day running 
costs of the schools.  As outlined above the Fund will be facing 
additional demands to improve both the infrastructure of the 
schools (such as the new toilet block and classrooms) but also  
to maintain and improve educational standards. 
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